64 ' [ASSEMBLY.)

influence this praetice has on the rising
generation which sees the freedom with
which laws—and good laws, too—can be
infringed without any serious attempt on
the part of the Government to check such
infringement. As for the viewpoint of those
who say that a community eannot be made
moral by Act of Parliament, I would ask
members to consider where we should be in
regard to our personal safefy, or any of the
things we prize, if there were not in exis-
tenee Acts of Parliament to proteet us and to
prevent people from doing wrong.

Finally, T would ask the Government to
consider whether it is worth while to con-
tinne Charities Consultations during the war
period. The amomnt of money obtained from
this source last year was less than £60,000.
The expenses amounted to approximately 20
per cent. amd the prizes to about 3¢ per
cent. It is an entively anti-social proceeding,
opposed to all the prineiples of a Socialist
Tabour Party. The idea that a great num-
her of people should be indueed to put
their savings into a pool so that one
or two may bhecome rich! The patronage of
these sweeps is steadily declining. A con-
siderable amount of money used to come
from the Eastern States. The sum so re-
ceived has deereased and is well below the
quota puaranteed by the appointed agents.
Taking it all in all, T am sure the community
generally would welecome a discontinuanee
of the Consultations. It 1s a thoroughly un-
cconomic and expensive method of raising
money, and onc that has harmful effects on
the community as a whole.

I hope I have uot detained members too
long but there were those two or three
things I wished to say without voicing any
undue eriticism of what has happened in the
past. I ask members to consider whether
the status of this Parliament and its use-
fulness to the community, particularly in
the difficult times which will face us after
the war, would not he increased bv more
frequent rather than protracted sittings.
e have g duty to perform which I am sure
every one of us is anxious to do. We have
endeavoured to perform that duty in the
past, Let us recognise that the obligations
cast upon us will be much greater in the
future than they have been formerly. I
do not helieve there will be any material
improvement in conditions after the war ex-
eept by the removal of abuses that are fairly

well known to us all. It has been well said
that “In human society there ean be no pro-
gress, no development, no uplifting, unless
there is discipline, unless there is work, un-
less there is order, and unlesz there is disin-
terestedness in those who rule.”

On motion hy Hon. A. Thanson, dehate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hen. W, H.
Kitson—West) [6.12]: T move -

That the Flouse at jts riging adjourn till
Tuesday, the 12th August,

Question put and passed.
House adjowrned at 6.1 pm.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, Gth Adugust, 1911,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MEAT CANNING,
As to Erection of TWorks.

Mr, SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Waa any financial assist-
ance offered by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to this State, or did this Govern-
ment make any applieation to the Common-
wealth (lovernment for such finaneial as-
sistance, to enable eanning works to he
ereeted in Western Australia? 2, Have
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any arrangements been made for the eree-
tion of canning works either by private
enterprise or by the Government {(a) in
the metropolitan area; or (b) in any other
centre in the State? 3, 1f not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
yeplied: 1, Ne finanecial assistance was
offered hy the C'ommonwealth Government
io thix State for the erection of cannming
works, Fullest details were sought through
the Department of Commerce and the Aus-
tralian Meat Board of all requirements likely
hest to meet the needs of this State. Ii
has in hand, through the general manager
of the Wyndham Meat Works, who is an
authority on this matter, rll inquiries and
sufeguards likely to be considered neces-
sarv. Retorts have been brought trom
Wyndham to meet any cmergency that
might arise.

QUESTION—COLD STORAGE
ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, What additional cold stor-
age accommodation bhas been erected or
provided in this State since January last;
und where has it been provided? 2, What,
it any, rvesponsibility has the Common-
wealth Government offered to aceept in
sueh work, and what eonditions, if any, did
that Government attach to any such assist-
ance?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Additional eold storage aceom-
modation is being erected on the premises
of the Meat Exports Co., Ltd, Robh’s
Jetty. Capaeity 100,000 cubie feet, sufli-
cient to aecommodate an additional 1,000
tons of meat. Other treatment works have
construeted additional ecold storage spaec
sinee January to build wp to the minimum
requirements of the Commonwealth, 2, To
meef the unusnal needs anticipated in this
State, the Commonwealth Government was
approached for finance, The Common-
wealth Government policy required that all
meat export companies should make pro-
vision for a minimum storage of six weeks’
kill during the peak killing season. Since
not any of our treatment works had stor-
age in excess of six weeks’ peak killing, no
assistanee has been provided by the Com-
monwenlth for this additienal storage.

vehiele

QUESTION—TRATFIC ACT.
Petrol and Charcoal-driven Velicles.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Minister for
Works: 1, In view of the desirability of
encouraging the use of gas producer equip-
ment on vehicles (a) Does the Govern-
ment intend to take steps to revise the
traffic license fees in order to ensuve that
owners installing gas producer
equipment will not be penalised by having
to pay additional license fees? (bh) Wil
the Government make rcpresentations to
the proper authorities with a view to the
relaxation of the regulations as to the in-
stallation of gas producers for vehicles,
which it is claimed now debar the use of
a number of efficient types of gas pro-
ducers? 2, In view of the petrol restrie-
tions, and of the reduced vehicular traffic
on the roads, will the Government revise
the traffic regulations in order to remove
restrictions on turning to the right at cer-

" tain intersections, and other regulations

which at present involve vehicles in addi-
tionnl petrol consumption?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, {(a) Yes. (h) It is assumed that the
regulations referred to are those issued
under the Nattonal Security Act. If so,
all complaints received locally have been
submitted to the proper authorities. 2,
The points raised will be referred to the
Traffic Advisery Commitiee for report.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, ASSISTANCE.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Industrinl Development: 1, Has he noticed
the report that a Bill is to be introdueed into
the South Australian Assembly providing
that where the introduction of an industry
wag eonsidered to be essentinl and of com-
munity value, the South Australian Gov-
ernthent would be empowered to give the
necessary finanecial aid for the industry to
become established? 2, As on the face of it
the proposition appears to be of consider-
able worth, is it his iniention to take stops
to endeavour to ensure that similar action is
taken by the Western Australian Govern-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied: 1, Yes. A eopy
of the South Australian Bill is being oh-
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tained. 2, Financial aid is frequently being
made available by the Government te indus-
tries in this State.

QUESTION—DEFENCE INTERNEES.
Harvey, Potato and Onion Crops.

My, FOX nsked the Minister tor Agrienl-
tare: 1, Is it within the knowledge of the
GGovernment that large avens at Harvey ave
being planted with potatoes and onions by
internees? 2, Is the Government aware that
the quantities planted would nermally yield
crops far in excess of the needs of the in-
ternces’ enmp? 3, Will it take aetion in pro-
test against this unfair competition with
loeal eommercial vegetable growers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURHE
replied: 1, Yes. 2 and 3, When it was
reulised that the possible production trom
the area to be planted would be in excess of
the need of the settlement, a protest was
lodged by the State Government. We are
advised that of all such vegetables grown,
those vequived will he used at ithe Intern-
ment Camp and quantities produced over re-
quirements will not he sold but will he uiil-
ised in other military establishments.

QUESTION—DROUGHT RELIEY.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Of the sum of £570,000 lent to the
State for drought relief, what amount has
heen (a) allocated to applicants; (b} ac-
tually paid to them? 2, Can figures he sup-
plied showing the amounts allocated and paid
respectively to persons whose properties are
mortgaged (a) to the Agricultural Bank
Commissioners; (b) to other lending insti-
tutions? 3, If such figures are available will
he supply them?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS veplied:
1, (1)} Alloeated to applicants, £435,009;
(b) actnally paid to them, £322,985 2,
Figures cannot be obtained without dissec-
tion showing actual payments to other lend-
ing iustitutions but the allocations of the
£435,000 are: (a) Agrienltural Bank Com-
missioners, £375,757; (b) other lending in-
stitutions, £59,252. total, £435,009. Harvest-
ing advances vet to be provided from (he
fund. .

QUESTION—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
WAR INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE.

A3 to shipbuilding.

Mr. BERRY (without notice) asked the
Speaker: s there no constitutional method
whereby the adjournment of the House can
he moved so that my motion on shipbuilding,
Xo. 14 on the notice paper, can be given
preference over the Address-in-reply?

Mr. SPEAKER replied: It is not eus-
tomary for the Speaker to answer ques-
tions, either written or verhal.

Mr. BERRY (without notice) asked the
Deputy Premier: Will lLe telegraph the
Premier, now in the FEastern States, to enn-
fer with Mr. Curtin and any other Western
Australian members of the Federal Parlia-
ment who ean be contaeted, with a view (o
the immediate release of the veport of the
Western  Australian War Industries Com-
mittee, of whieh Senator Collett was chair-
man, and to press for the immediate inzug-
uration of that portion of the report dealing
with shipbuilding in Western Australia?

The DEPUTY PREMIER replied: I shall
certainly telegraph to the Premier to press
that that portion of the veport referred (o
he given effect to.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

On motion by the Deputy Premter, Ses-
sional Clommittees were appointed as fol-
lows :—

Library—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Tonkin, and
Al Patrick.

Standing Orders.—2Mr. Speaker, the Chair-
man of Committees, Mr. Doney, Mr. Withers,
and Mr. North,

House.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Needham, My,
MeLavty, Mr. Stubbs, and Mr. Wilson.

Printing.—Mr, Spenker, Mr. Styants, and
My, Thorn.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.

MR. NEEDHAM (P’ecth) [4.381: When
speaking to the Address-in-reply yesterday
afternoon, the Leader of the Opposition
{(Hon. C. G. Lotham) said there was, in
Western Australia, a shortage of skilled
tradesmen, which was apparent owing
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to the state of emergency in which
we are living. He went on to say that
this shortage was due to the policy adopted
by the Labour movement regarding ap-
prentices. That statement is without foun-
dation, hecause, although there is a
shortage of skilled tradesmen, as I am pre-
pared to admit, it has not been in any way
caused by the Labour policy with respect to
the proportion of apprentices to journeymen.
But for the policy adopted hy the Labour
movement in this State and for the condi-
tions the trade unions have sceured in the
various awards of the Arbitration Court, we
would not now have the number of skilled
tradesmen that are available. The average
numher of apprentices permitted to journey-
men is something like one to two, and very
often unions have had to go to the extent of
compelling employers to engage the proper
number of apprentices. If some form of
regulation had not heen adopted regarding
the number of apprentices allowed in any
riven trade, those young men would not have
bheen properly taught, with the vesult that
skilled tradesmen would not have heen forth-
coming. Had it not been for the poliey pur-
sued by the Labhour movement throughout
Australin, we would have had the exploita-
tion of juvenile or youth labonr, with the
result that we wounld not have turned out
skilled tradesmen hut half-baked men of the
Lyvpe referred to as “improvers.” 1 contend,
therefore, that the statement made by the
Leader of the Opposition was based upon
wrong premises, which were far removed
from fact. It should be remembered that
Western Australin was suddenly called upon
to undertake much skilled work that was
formerly not carvied out to anything like
the cxtent apparent duwring the past 18
months.  In the Speech delivered last week
by His Excelleney the Lieut.-Governor we
find the following paragraph:—

The Railway Departmeni has been suecessfnl
in its tendering for defence work, aggregating
many thousands of pounds, and overtime and
extra shifts are being worked to aid the nation-
al effort to huild war machines and equipment
on an unprecedented secale, A modern tool room
for the manufactuve of necessary tools and
enuipment is being erceted in the metropolitan
arca, and by arrangement with Commonwealtl
Government accommodation at the Midland
Junetion Workshops has heen substantially in-
creased.  Portion of this extension is set aside
as an annexe for the manufacture of munitions,

aml ineludes loeally manufactured machines for
the turning of shells, Machining of the rough

steel fnrginga for the first order wiil commence
shortly, During the recent visit to this State
of the Director-Gepern} of Munitions approval
was given to double the original capacity for
shell making,

Mr. Holmes, the visiting British Labour
Leader, was conducted on a tour of inspec-
tion of the Midland Junction Workshops, to-
gether with the member for Guildford-Mid-
land (Xon W. D. Johnson} and the member
for Middle Swan (Mr. J. Hegney). I was
also present, and had the opportunity of see-
ing for myself what was being done at the
workshops, and of appreciating what will be
carvied out in the future, No tradesmen in
any olher part of the British Commonwealth
of Nations could turn out better work than
I saw during that inspection. 1 admit that
thera has heen, and still s, a shortage of
skilled artisans. When war broke out, 1t
was patent that better conditions and greater
opportunities than obtained here were offer-
ing for skilled men in the Eastern States in
counection with war work. I know of many
skilled fitters, turncrs, machinists, loiler-
makevs and  others who proceeded fo the
HKastern Stutes. Some went to the workshops
in Melhourne and Syduey, while others went
to Adelaide. When portion of the work
associated with Australia’s war effort was
maile available for manufacturers in Western
Australia, those artisans were naturally not
available heve,

Had it not been for the policy adopted
by the Labour movement, we would have had
a still greater shortage of skilled tradesmen.
If there is anything wrong with the system
followed, or with the policy adopted, by the
trade unions with regard to the apprentice-
ship question, the Leader of the Opposition
bad his opportunity to effeet an alteration.
For a period he was a member of a Govern-
ment and had a seat on the Treasury bench.
His leader was Sir James Mitchell, the then
Premier. Throughout that period, the poliey
of which the T.eader of the Opposition now
complains was in existenee, bat he did noth-
ing to alter the situation. If he had pur-
sued any course to give effect to his conten-
tions, then, aceording to his romarks last
evehing, any such effort should have been in
the direction of aholishing the present ap-
prentieeship system.

Mr. Withers: They suspended the appren-
ticeships of some who were in employment
theu.
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Mr. NEEDHAM: Quite so! Sv much for
the statement of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion regarding Labow’s attitude towards the
apprenticeship system.  The Labour move-
ment is prowd of what it has done in that
regard, and is proud of the tradesmen whe
are to-day venderiug such valuable assis-
tnuee to our fAghting lorees in providing
the neeessary equipment for them. In an-
other paragraph in the Speech refercuee
is made to Western Austealia’s war work
and our contribution in nen, money and
materials.  The pavagraph reads—

Consiatent with {heir high reputation for

practieal  patriotism, the people of Woestern
Australin have respouded maguificently to the
tdemand for men for the Fighting Forees, and
for money with which to feed, elothe, cquip and
pay them.
That paragraph merely sets out the bare
truth.  In proportion to our population of
albout 500,000 souls, the response of the
people of Western Australin through  the
three channels mentioned has been really
magniificent.

i lave heve a report from the War Sav-
ings Certilicate Committee, of which the
Loaler of the Opposition aml 1 are mem-
hers. This gives one i very siviking idea
of {he figures arrived at in conncetion with
the movemment in this State. The report
tells us that—

Over 1,400 war savings groups have been
formed, and that upwards of 50,000 members
are contributing from 6d. to 16s. per pay. The
wiar loan contributions have reached £1,600,000,
the free of interest loans £600,000, gifts to the
nation €23,000, while the war savings cortifi-
ciate sales may be computed at over £1,500,000
for the vear, making a grand total frowm all
sourees of £3,620,000, or over £7 1w, per hend
of the population.

These figures deal only with eash. We
have not the actunl record of the time and
the goods that have heen given by people in
the State. We must also remember the con-
{ributions to the various war patviotie funds,
to soldiers’ dependants, to the Red Crass
Queen earnivals and  the Spitfire funds,
When members have vegard to all these
confributions they will agree that the ve-
ference in the Speech iz a well-deserved
compliment to the prople of the State. The
Labour movement of Western Australia
through its trade unions has rendered »
magnifieent contribution to the war loans
and war savings certifieates. To date, some-
thing like £20,000 has been contributed from
the various trade nnions.

Another paragraph appearing in  the

Speech s as follows:—

The pledge given by Ministers on the out-

break of war to wssist the Commonsveaith Gov-
criment to the fullest possible extent has been
hongured in every way. Constant and close co-
operation is the key note of this Btate’s rela-
tions to the war effort.
1 regret there has not heen reciprocity in
that regard on the part of the (ommon-
wenlth Government. That the State Govern-
ment has rendered cvery possible assistanee
and offered sincere co-operation to the war
clfort of the Commonwealth Government i
undoubted, Memhers will reeall the figures
l quoted dealing with the cash contributions
made by the people of this State. The
money put into war savings certificates in
Western Australin, and subsequently allotted
to the war work of the Commonwenith, is
most ereditable and will 2o a long way to-
wards making the Commonwealth Govern-
ment realise what we in this part of Aops-
tralia are doing.  As it is we are still, T am
afraid, regarded as o Cinderelln State. Not
only has what I have said concerning the
State Government heen the ease, but this
applies equally to other organisations of all
politieal parties. Every Party has done its
share of the war work in this State. We
have the men and the materials, and we
have the ability to deliver the goods. T
hope from now on the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will realise what we are doing, and
will see that Western Anstralia ecls o botter
shave of the war work than it has hitherto
received—so Jong as this great conllict lasts.
fach one of us hopes that the war will nol
last long, hat for however lonz a period
it lasts we should he better treated in this
part of the Commonwealth than has been the
ease in the past. .Another interesting para-
graph in the Speech refers to civil defenee,
as follows:—

The Civil Defeace Couneil, appointed under
the powers conferred hy the Civil Defence Aect,
passed Inst session. is steadily evolving mea-
sures for the proteetion of the eivil population,
and pullic and private property. The organisa-
tton is progressing smoothly and effertively,
and is achieving good results
Many local governing bodies have vecently
complained about the cost to which they
have heen put in earrying out the provisions
of the Civil Defence Act. A keen debate
took place in this Chamber last session conm-
cerning one of the ¢lauses of the Bill then
before the House. T was suecessful in seenr-
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ing an amendment to the measure, which
had for its purpose the placing of responsi-
bilitv upon the Commonwealth Government
to meet the ecost of civil defence. I eon
tended then, as 1 do now, that while it is
imperative that every local governing hody
in Australia should do everything possible
to prepare for any nggression that may
veeur, the cost.of that work shonld be borne
not by them bnt by the Government of Aus-
tralia. T umnderstand that local governing
hodies ure sending a request to the Common-
wealth Government in the matter. A fur-
ther paragraph in the Speech makes grati-
fying reading—

The number of men dependent upon the Gov-

ernment for casual work is now approximately
4,400 fess than at the outhreak of war,
The position would be more gratifying if
the canxe of the improvement in vur em-
ployment sitwuation was an eeonomic one
and not a military one. Unfortunately the
cause of the Government’s responsibility
being lessened by 4,000 persons does not
constitute an imprevement in pur e¢conounie
position. It is due to the faet that the world
has azain  been plunged into ancther
shambles, The prive beiug paid for that
easement in the emplovment situation is
ten high, but for the time heing it must he
faced.

Memhers of this PParlinment ave facing
the tmost worrving times in history. For
many months people have been saying that
Demoeraey ts on its frial.  Undoubtedls,
Demoeracy is fighling against heavy odds,
sl how long that light will continue no
one knows., Whal we do know, however, is

that Democraey must eontinue to fight
aghinsl  the odds avraved against it.

Prior to the cutbreak of war in 1939 the
world was eomplacent. Tt looked upon the
people of Germany, or the leaders of that
country, with a certain amount of con-
tempt. It remained very quiet when the
gigantic steel trusts of (lermany placed
Hitler in power, and made him a dictator.
There was o belief then that Germany
wonld never again boeome a powerfnl forer.
The wortd now vealises that it has heen
taught a severe lesson. Those very (ier-
man people have lost their freedom of
thought, their freedowm of expression, their
fresdom of family association, freedom of
the Press, freedom of veligious aetion; and
in Giermany trade unions have been smashed

and trade anionisin destroyed. Al these
thines have oeemrrved as the vesult of the
Hitler rvegime. What bas been destroyed
in Germany and in demoeratic conntries
the Dritish Commonwealth o Nations with
its Allies is to-day fighting for. Beeause
of that tnet the Labowr movement of Ans-
Irnlia is in the struggle to the hitter end,
and will conlinue in that struggle until
vietory is assured. If is not to he thounght
that the Labour movement welcomes a war.
The movement has always heen directly
opposed to war. The mention of war is
anathema to the Labour movement. Some
people say that this is a war of commerce.
We say it is not. We contend that it is
not what is nsually termed a eapitalistic
war, but o war to preserve the liberties of
demoergey whielt have been won as a re-
sult of ecentnvies of hard struggle. That
being so, we renlise that if we lose this
fight, then goodbye to freedom; and to
liberties of every kind, should the man who
is seeking to dominate the world sneeeed.

The member for Hannans (Mr. leahy)
in moving the motion for the adoption of
the Addrvess-in-reply declared himself un-
able to say how the war should be con-
dueted. T am in Lhe same category as is
the hon. member. There are men at the
head of affairs to-day who are eminentiy
fitled for that task. Al T know is thal
we, as an integral part of the British Com-
monwealth of Nations, mnst light to the
last difch tor victory: otherwise we shall
be conquered like the Czechs, the Poles, the
Norwegians, the Danes, and the Hollanders
Like Lhem, we shall simply hecome hewers
of wood and drawers of water. Whilst we
are fighting for vietory, whilst we ave de-
tevinined to leave nothing undone that is
needed to achieve victory, we can also
strive for vietory in peace. I have ne doubt
that no matter how long the conflict lasts,
the British Commonwealih of Nations and
its Allies will ultimately emerge victorious,
But we have to do more than that. Whilst
winning the war we must also win the peace.
In that respeet we had a highly salutary
lesson after the last war. We won the last
war in a military sense, but we did not win
it in an economie sense, [n fact, we lost it
in the economie sense. Had we not lost it
in that sense, we wounld not have endured
the seven years of cconomie depression from
192¢ to 1936, would not have suffered from
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the worst economie depression ever known,
a depression which [ hope will never be ex-
perienced again. That was the aftermath
of the military struggle from 1914 to 1918.
I venturc to say that there was at least as
much physical sulfering, as much poverty
and distress and starvation, endured during
those seven years of economie warfare as
during the four years of the military war.
Thevefore I say that whilst fighting for vie-
tory we should be planning for peace. That
van be done simultaneously with doing
everything possible to win the war itself.
If we do not now lay the foundations of what
so many people glibly term the “New Order,”
and see that socially, economically, indus-
trially and otherwise the world is in a hetter
way by the time the war ends than it is in
to-day, we shall have failed in our trust,
shall have been recreant to the trust reposed
in us, and all the saerifices made by our fight-
ing forces will have been in vain.

By some people the opinion is held that
we cannot dissipate our emergies and our
thoughts in trying to improve the social
position simultaneously with the propaga-
tion of the war effort; but 1 believe that it
can he done, and I hold it is the duty of this
continent, Federal and State alike, to do if.

Mr. North: There is ehild endowment, for
instance.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Yes. There is a prae-
tieal illustration of how we ean improve the
social system simultaneously with doeing
everything possible to win the war, Child
endnwment has been introduced by the Fed-
eral {tovernment and is now in active opern-
tion. Child endowment hag heen a prin-
eiple of the Labour movement for years; but
the Labour Party has never had suflieient
strength in the Commonwenlth Parliament
to put the principle into operation. Still,
child endowment has for many years been in
existenee for Cammonwealth employees.
Mareover, the system has existed in New
Seuth Wales for many years. As a national
projeet, however, this is the first time it -has
heen in operation, The Labour Party would
like to see & hetter svstem of endowment
than the child endowment seheme now in

operation. The Lahowr Party in the
Federal Parliament did not oppose the
enactment of the present system be-

eapse it wanted to sce child endowment on
the statute-hook with the further view of
mmproving the system when Labour oeccu-
pied the Treasury henches, There is one

tangible example of how the two things can
be done at the same time—everything pos-
sible being done to win the war and at the
samg time something being done to improve
the goeinl eondition of the people.

There is a tendeney alveady to injure the
child endowment secheme and take away some
of the benefits which that scheme will confer
on many of our people. The Commonweaith
{tovernment is zhout to eliminate the in-
come tax deduetion for cvery child in re-
speet of whom endowment is granted. T
do not consider that is right, because it
means giving assistance with one hand and
taking it away with the other. The Com-
monwealth Treasurer points out that
£2,000,000 is needed to supplement an
amount of money the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has at its disposai in ovrder to meet
the enst of childl endowment for thisz year.
But he stopped there. If it was only for this
year, then there would he agresment instead
of contention, But he leaves ns under the
impression that those dednctions will be in
abevanee not only for this financial year but
For other financial years. If that is done, the
child endowment scheme will be, in a sense,
sabotaged at its birth. ¥t should stand en-
tively clear of all other things. It might he
said that when the maternity allowance was
introdueed in 1911, a similay king of taxa-
tion should operate. But it did not. 1 con-
tend that the Commonwealth Government,
while doing the right thing in introduecing
and enacting the child endowment scheme,
is certainly deoing wrong now in reducing the
henetits of that seheme by the abolition of
the income tax deduction for each child.

That is not the only attempt to use the
ehild endowment scheme as a means of cas-
ing some people in other directions. We
have a loeal instanee. Recently the Avhitra-
tion Conrt, when about to fix the hasi¢ wage
for the ensuing year, was asked by Mr.
Carter, the advocate of 1he Emplovers’
Federation, to adopt a novel idea. He wrged
that the basie wage shonld be reduced Ly
3s. per week, representing the allowance for
one child, So that T may not do Mr. Carter
any injustice, I shall read what he said—

At the outset of his judgment, Mr. President
Dwyer said: ‘¢Mr. Carter, for the employers,
agreed with Mr, Davies as regards the stundard
of living and family obligations; but he sub-
mitted to the court that in asscassing the basic
wage the amount preseribed in 1838 in its

prescut equivalent shonld he reduced by the
amount of 53. per weck representing the on-
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dowment for one ehild to be paid to mothers
under the provisions of the Federal Family
Endowment Act.

So there was an attempt in this State to
subotnge the Child Endowment Aect.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Xot by Mr. Menzies.

Mr. NEEDHAM: [ have alveady referred
to the attemapt of the Menzies Government
te sabotage the Child Endewment Aet by
climinating the tax dedunetion for the child-
ren for whom the child endowment is paid.
I deait with that attempi, and said that was
not the only effort o sabotage the Aect. 1
am referring now to another attempt made
in this State by Mr. Cinter, the advoeate of
the employers, when he appeared bhetore the
Avhiteation  Cowrt reeently in  connection
with the fixation of the basie wage for the
current year. Unfortunately, a section of
the Press in this State made u statement that
the oflicers representing the Government
Lmployment Department asked the court to
reduce the hasie wage by 3s. weekly, that is,
by the amount of the weekly child endow-
ment payment. As z matter of fact, the
vequest for the 5s. reduetion was made by
My, L. L. Carter, the employers' representa-
tive, and neither the Government representa-
tives nor the Government made any such
request.  But strange to say, that very day,
after the eourt had given its deeision, there
appeared in the evening paper a statement
that Mr. Fisher, of the Labour Department,
a rvepresentative of the Government, made a
request for o veduction of 5s. a weck, the
equivalent of the child endowment payment.
Actuaily, Mr, Fisher made a statement in
the court that he wus simply representing
the Government and had no request or ve-
mark to make, good, had or indifferent. He
was tollowed in the same strain by Mr. Me-
Kenna, of the Railway Department. Of
course, the statement in the Press was afler
wards corrected but, unfortunately, onee a
mis-statement is made it is hard to over-
take. The President of the court asked for
some figures to show how things would
work out in the event of Mr. Carter’s ve-
nuest heing agreed to. Aeccording to the
information before me, I find this is what
happened—

At the request of the court, Mr. Fisher and
My, McKenna had a subsequent statement put
in showing the effert of the suggestion of Mr.
Carter. That return showed that by the dedue-
tion of 3a. from the workera’ wages, the Gov-

crnment would be relicved of a payment of
£226,000 in their wages bill, showing a saving

in the transaction of £80,000; or, if teachers
were omitteld from the ealeulation, of £97,750,
The President went on to say—

The only conclusion that one couid draw

from that was that such action on the court’s
part would result in a very profitable adjust.
ment from a Inonciary point of view on the
part. of the Government. Speaking roughly, it
would result in the wage aand salary-carmers in
the Government serviee paying out of their
salaries and wages not only the amount of the
Federal endowment tax but nearly as mueh
more again, The result would he more casily
appreciated by n simple cxample,  Asguming
an employer with 24 adult men at an nverage
wage of £ per week, his wages bill for a weck
would amount to ¥120. OF this amount (less
£20 statutory deduetion) he would pay 234 per
cent, that is, £2 10s., by way of Federal endow-
ment tax, If those workers had their wages
reduced by 5s. per man per week, the em-
player s wages bill would be reduced by £6 per
week, Thus he would pay £2 10s. by way of
tax per week but bLe relieved of the payment
in wages of £6 per week. In fact, were the
5s. reduced by half he would have the whole of
his tax refunded to him.
Theve is proof that on iwe occasions an
attempt has been made to sabotage the Child
Endowment Aet, and to deny to the purents
of the Commonweslth the full benefit of a
reform that has been weleomed on all hands.
The first attempt was the elimination of the
income tnx deduction in respeet of the child-
ren for whom the endowment is being paid;
and the second—which T am glad fto say
failed—was made in our State Arbitration
Comt by the representative of the Em-
ployers’ Federation. We need to be on the
qui vive even when a reform is introduced,
with a view {o ensuving that it is admin-
istered in the correct way.

The British Labour lender, Mr. Holmes,
who has been in this State, referred in one
of his specehes not only to the necessity for
manufacturing munitions of death—which
was of conrse neecssary for the equipment
of our fighting forces in the present con-
fiect—bhut also to the necessity for manu-
facturing munitions of life. In vecent years
members of all parties in this House, and
in other Houses of Parliament throughout
the Commonwealth, have heen erying oul
for funds to improve the soeial conditions
of the people. The inevitable and invariable
reply bas been, “There is no money.” No
money has heen available to provide rea-
sonable conditions of life, but millions have
heen found to provide the mmunitions of
death. Then, when we do obtain a =oein!
reform whieh in some little way will pro-
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vide somie of the munitions of life—] refer
to the paltry 55 a week to he paid to help
parents in edueating their progeny—two
attempts are made to render the yeform of
little value,

At the end of the last war, a treaty was
signed in VerseiHes. 1 venture to say that
the conditions of that treaty ronstituted a
big factor in the precipitation of the pre-
sent conflice,. We do not want a repetition
ol that kind of Llreaty. When it was framed
in 1918, only ane representative of the
workers of the allied nations was present.
T bhepe that this time when the sword is
shrathed andd the world is no longer at war,
the workers of the British Commmonwealth
of Nations and their allies will be repre-
sented at peace negotiations.

Hon. N. Keenan: Hew nuny represeitn-
tives o von want?

Mr. NEEDHAM: More than one, and
nucder a hetter system than obtained the
last time, Tt has to be remembered that the
ereal majority of the men in the fighiing
forees to-day are deawn from omr work-
shops, factories and mines; and, of ecourse,
those who arve supplying the neeessary equip-
ment for the fighting forces ave also enzaged
in similar establishments.  These wen ave
fighting the war or making tmplements of
war, and when it is all over they should be
represented at the conference table and have
some voiee in the formation of the peace
treaty. We da not want a repetition of the
last treaty. I venture to snggest that my
learned friend, the member for Nedlands
(Hon. N, Keenan) will agree with me that
the Iast peace treaty contained sume un-
fortanate clauses. T hope the day is not
far distant when the sound of hattle will
cense, when vietory will eome to our Empire,
and a lasting peace will he estahlished.

MR. NORTH {Claremont} [3.28]: T have
nof rigen to speak from a sense of great
niweney, or beeause I am anxious to make
a speech; but there does not seem to be any
areat desire on the part of other members
to parfieipate in the debate at present. Con-
sequently I am pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to make my remarks at this stage, in-
stead of later when 1 might say more and
aerupy the House for a longer period, which
would perhaps not he to the ndvantage of
the Chamber.

The first matter with which 1 wish to deal
is the attitnde of some members of the public
lowards Parlinmnent. Members must have
notived a consideralle ierease recently i
the attacks on this institution made by
anonymous writers in the Press. A single
instanee of this kind of thing would he un-
important but, ns one who has nolived the
effect of publicity and advertisement, [ feel
that it would he a2 most dangerous thing tor
us to permit the continuance of such a prae-
tice. The average elector who continnally
hears statements made about this Chamber
is likely to come to believe pradually thas
Parliament is the kind of place that it is
sitid to be by irvesponsible people.  What
do wrilers to the Press suggest! Thex say
that 1*arvlinment is costly and a hurden on
the community. Seeondly, they deelare that
mehers have undue privileges, that they
have gold passes with  which they eareer
around Australia on  free tpurs. Thirdly,
they assert that members are really of no
value to the community hecaunse for the
greater part of the year Parliament is in
reeess, and members are presumably loung-
ing about or using their gold passes to wake
long tours. At any rate that is the implica-
tion. The fourth contention in the letters
is that Parliament never achieves anvthing
and that all it ean do is to whine to the
Federal authovities about matters over
which it has ne contrel. In other words,
there is a deep-dyed attempt by means of
anonymous letters to cveate in the minds of
people the idea that the State Parliament
should be elosed. T will not let anything
of this kind go unchallenged. Some mem-
hers may he prepaved to ignore the metter,
but I take a different view. T helieve the
fetion in ruestion is part of a definite at-
tempt by certain  individnals—pessibly
financed from the East, thongh perhap- not
—to undermine and dissolve this and other
State Parlioments. The time has come
when leaders should let the people knew
the truth ahout thix institution.

My first step is to disabuse the wminds
of membeys of the publie, who think along
the lines I have mentioned, that this insti-
tution is a eostly one. It represents pos-
sibly the cheapest system of cantrol in the
world. This year the Parliaments of Austra-
lia will be spending some £350,000,000 and
the cost of the Parlinments, including the
(tovornor (lencral, Clovernors and all the
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stalfs and  trappings o1 ‘the demoeratic
parliamentary machine will be £1,30,000,
Acvording to economists, the national in-
come of Australin last wyear was slightly
less than £1,000,000,000, and so the burden
of the seven DParliaments on the people
represents less than a farthing in the pound
on the incomes of the people and only
3s. 11, per head of the population. Fhose
are ollicinl figares. For this burden of a
farthing in the pound on the incomes of the
people, we are veeeivitg immuonity from
the gangster, from racketeering and all
those other undesirable things that have
heen tried by individuals in  other
parts  of the world and in  some
places have succeeded. T hasten to assure
the member for East Perth (3Mr. Hughes)
that if a few rackets are earried on in
Australia, the people have a rvight through
their 600 memhers, and under this very
cheap svstem of government, to Dring
about any necessary reform. This, how-
over, is only as one grain of sand on the
seashorg compared with what T wish to
hring forward.

Nounhtless every member has heen the
means of returning to his electors a hun-
dred times over his cost to the community.
T micht instance the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. MeLartv). He induces
Ministers of different politieal parties to
visit his constitueney and seems tn mes-
merise them to such an extent that they

spendl  large sums on  rveservoirs, thus
bringing thousands of pounds worth
of wealth annually to his distriet, Other

instances eould he quoted of better eondi-
tions seeured for the people by their par-
linmentary representatives. Tt me quote
my own experience. Before T had oceunpied
a seat in this Chamber for three months,
T sizned a document which placed in the
pockets of my electors the enquivalent of
£5,000 or £6,000 a year immediatelv, and
additionnal thousands in sueceeding vears,
all the vesult of a simple deal with the Gov-
ernment of the day. Tt was the Mitchell
Government, but this would have happened
rezardless of the party in power at the
time. The people of my distriet were sup-
plied with eleetrie enrrent at 1d. per unit
instead of 5d., and loans to the extent of
thonsands of pounds were wiped off in the
one deal. If members fook over the re-
cords, they will find that action ltas heen

taken in various directions which has re-
sulted in thousands of pounds heing left
in the pockets of the clectors. Therefore
to sugeest that this institulion is a burden
on the people, and shonid be closed, is
childish, Tt is time the official facts were
oxplained.

There are people who suy that this
House should sit all the year round. This
s part of the propaganda to which I have
referred, Yet other erities contend that
the Parliament shounld be aholished. All this
propaganda eomes from experis who have
not taken the trouble to compare notes as
to what they do desive. Fvery cleetor with
whom T have discussed the matter has heen
astounded that remarks =0 devogafory in
the parliamentary institution should he
made and has wrged that pamphlets he
distvibuted setting forth the faeis. For-
tunately, the great majority of the people
do not hold that Parliament is a wash-
ont, existing solely for graft and grabbing
and that sort of thing. The matter should
be taken up by the (overnment and some
of this nonsensienl propaganda, which
might Be the work of fifth eolumnists,
should be combated. I have a far higher
opinion of the value of publicity than some
members show. If a certain soap is adver-
tised long enough, the merits claimed for
it will he helieved, regardless of whether
they are false or true. Admittedly, when
one advertises an artiele, the staiements
should he true or the sales soon deeline. T
deplore the constant repetition throughout
the Stote of the jokes about the parlia-
mentary institution while the aehievements
of Parliament are overlooked or ignored,

| do not propose to throw bouguets at any
partieular Government; T give credit for
suhstantial achievements (o each party
that has occupied the Treasury hench since
T have heen in Parliament. Tt is high time
the people realised that they are getting
serviee very cheapiy, especially when they
have the right to approach their member to
wet any grievance redressed. Probably there
will he found in each district several consii-
tuents who are bent upon getting more than
full value from their member and with whom
the metober has to mind his p’s and q’s.
Though & few consfituent< may he a menace
in this way, most electors are law-abiding,
reasonahle people.  All of them have the
right to get value from their member, if
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they =0 choose, and this institution exists
for their benefit. Why all this bickering?
Why all this discontent? T hope to show
the reaton and indicate how the situation
vitn be improved,

I shall leave that point for a moment in
order to say a few words albout reconstrue-
tion. The subjeet of reconstruetion is lightly
dealt with in the Speech. I am glad that
niention was made of it beeause I am thus
afforded an opportunity to offer n few re-
marks. 1 am not in sympathy with the view
that, becanse a war is raging in other parts
of the world and Australia is ready for war
if necessary, the men elected by the people
to control their affairs in Parliament should
shut their eyes to the future and forget that
the problem of reconstruction will soon have
to he fared. To adopt sach an attitnde is
foolish. We had experience in 1918 of what
must happen if we rely upon some patehed-
up arrangement. According to to-day’s issue
of the “West ‘Aunstralian” the mayor of New
York, Mr. F. La Gardiz, who must know a
wood deal of what is happening, expressed
hitsel! as confident that the war will be over
in seven months. He may he rvight, or the
war nright last for another seven years. Still,
it would be foolish for Parliament and for
publie men generally to ignove the faet that
problems of reconstruction lie before us,

The Commonweslth has set up a hody to
investigate post-war social problems, and
hints have been given in the Press from time
to time of what is proposed to he done. T
am glad the member for West Perth (M,
MeDonald), who made suggestions about re-
construetien in hiz last pelicy speech, is so
=trongly supported hy Dy. Evatt, Director
of Reconstruetion Research in the Common-
wealth Department of Labour. The hon,
member advoeated during the 1939 elections
that the Commonwealth should set up a tri-
bunal with a view to devising methods of de-
veloping this State in a big way, so that
eventually it conld carry a denser popula-
tion, similay to that of the movre happily
sitnated States in Eastern Australia. In the
hurly-burly of party polities, that sugges-
tion may have heen overlooked, but T re-
garded it as highly important. We now have
The. Evatt making a similar suggestion, He
is reported as having spoken to the follow-
ing effect on the 12th June:—

Those who contended that research into post-
war reconstruction should bLe postponed were
advocating a dangerous policy. A similar wait-
aund-see policy was followed in 1914-18 and it

led to great trouble and confusion. Schemes of
repatristion, soldier settlement and lousing had
to be bastily improvised, ns a result of which
there was much injustice. The main internal
post-wur prohlems for Australia would be to
provide socinl scenrity and eonstant cmploy-
ment.

These proposals dovetailed with those of M.
Roosevelt and Mr. Anthony Eden. The need
for action along these lines is recognised
throughout the English-speaking world. The
report continned—

Tnemployment and the dole would have to
e treated as cenemies of the State. The re-
instafement of goklicrs in eivil ovenpations and
the movements of munition workers to other
trades would involve at least 500,000 people,
1f the nnemployment problem was to he solved.
it might he necessary for the Commonwealth
to adopt a1 mneh less orthadox attitude towards
finnaeinl rveform.

The reference to finanecial reform might come
well from some speakers, hut T do not wish
{o revive the question.

Dir. Bvatt suggested that changes in finance
would Dbe mnecessary to develop Australinn
natural resources and to ddecentralise Anstra-
lian industries.

His next remarks coincide wilh those of the
member for West Perth.

Whatever the cost, South Australin, West-
ern Australia and Tasmania woulidl have to he
made industrinl centres.  The nation’s consti-
tutional framework might have to boe investi-
pated and revised.

That is the point. When we have this hady
in the Commenwealth Department of Labour
working on reeconstruction and the ¢hairman,
Dr. Evatt, stating that Western Australia
must be industrialised, T feel that at last we
are getting somewhere,  As the Yanks say,
“We are getting some place.” Last session,
in an attempt to follow a motion of the
member for West Perth, 1 moved to the of-
feet that the Federal Government itself
should enlarge the seope of the Grants Com-
mission, and eonfer upon it the power to
advise finance for approved publie works. T
was trying to put the idea of the hon. mem-
her in another way and was glad and grateful
on that oceasion to hear the magnificent
speeches—speeches sound magnifieent when
they support what youn sav—of the member
for West Perth and the member for Ned-
lands (Hon. K. Keenan). Undoubtedly they
made a strong contribution to that discus-
sion. Here we have something which we
should not let go. If we ean induce the
Federat Governmnent to establish Western
Australin as an industrial State, at what-
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ever cost, that will be an achievement. It
is something we ean all work for and be
sitre of obtaining some results.

That brings me to my point, namely, the
discontent expressed by the community gen-
erally with the Parliamentary machine,
First, we hear a great deal about the cost
of Parliament, and then we are told that
members git about and do nothing., The
people see many things that should be done
that are not being done. We have heard
elegant specches from the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes), the member for
Subiace ({Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) and other
members upon such subjects as malnutrition
and the declining birth rate. Even I my-
self have once or twice wearied the House
with speec?]es ahout the destruction of valu-
able fruits, vegeiables, fish, and other comes-
tibles which should have heen sent to onr
markets for sale.

The Minister for Mines: You never weary
the House.

My, NORTH: That is a hougyunet, thank
vou! The points 1 have mentioned make the
electors disgusted with the Parliamentary
institntion. They ask, “What is this mal-
nutrition? Some doctors say it iz malnutii-
tion and other doctors say it is not.” They
see the hospitals overerowded, and hear doe-
tors say that is often owing to want of pro-
pee eare and attention at home. Then there
is the question of small families, n guestion
that has been discussed by varions mem-
hers. We are becoming coxperis on
it, and have heen talking in this House
for years about that danger. The
clectors inquire, “What is wroeng?’ The
men with small families reply, “Our wives
will not have more children because there
are too many wars. Blame Parliament.”
They say, “There is too mueh malnutrition,
Blame Parliament”’ The present system of
marketing is hlamed for the destruction of
fruit, vegetables, fish and other comestibles
which should have heen distributed to the
homes of our people. Those three points
T have raised are, in the hurly-burly of
party polities, either ignored or not given
the attention they shonld receive. We shonld
give publicity to them; that is as neeessary
in polities as it is in business.

The suggestion I make is that eommittees
shonld he appointed to deal with these
various problems. T am aware that a similar
proposal has heen opposed on the ground

that it wounld he said the Government of
the day was trying to evade responsibility,
or that the responsibility would not be pro-
perly distributed. It has alse been said that
the members of such commitiees would not
stand up to their responsibilities, and that
if things went wrong they would blame the
side of the House opperite to the Govern-
ment. But what can be done is this. For
the past 20 years the tendency has been to
exaggerate party politics to such an extent
that the main questions affecting the com-
munity do not receive attention. That ean
be clearly shown, If there were time to
engage two King's Counsel to prepare a
case, it would clearly show that one of the
faults of our politieal system is that we
have exaggerated the importanee of political
questions to such an extent that they are
comparatively side issues which receive atten-
tion, while the three big ruestions of malnu-
trition, falling hirthrate and destruetion of
commodities are put on one side. I believe
that if Parliament were to appoint a select
committee to deal with these questions, 90 per
eent. of the objections raised against Parlia-
ment would disappear. Tt would he found
that there was complete unanimity on the need
for remedying those important evils. The
following is a list of matters which I helieve
to he the common function of all parties,
whatever their politieal ocolur:—

(1) Modernisation and standardisation of
Australian railways,
Who would oppose that as a general plan
for the State and the Commonwealth?

{2) Completion of Australin’s first-class
roadl system, ineluding trans-continental routes.

(3) Deep sewerage to be completed in all
large cities and also extended to all country
towns,

Even in Claremont, which has the deep
sewerage system, fair-sized areas are not
vet sewered.

(4) Complete harnessing of all necessary
water shede to provide adcquate water faei-
lities in eountry areas.

(5) Completion and extension of up-to-dste
sehool buildings and equipment throughout
Australia,

(6) Rural electricity projects in suitable
areas.

(7) Slum clearance aud the building of
deeent homes for the homeless.

All these works would represent an enor
mous expenditure of public funds and
would take years to complete., Other pro-
jeets, which would receive the support of



ot [ASSEMBLY.]

all parties in Australia, could be added to
the list. If these matters were put in the
forefront of the various Parliaments of
Australin, the electors would know what
they were voting for and the small issucs
whieh generally divide Parliament would
disappear. Constant employment would he
provided for the people, men would marry
and make homes, and in the natural course
of events would be vaising families, The
time-payment  system,  which  has  bheen
deprecated hecanse members realise it is
dangerous, could, where employment is eon-
~tant, he vesorted to. In sueh a case it
seemx o me that the time-payvment system
has mmeh to commend it

My, Seward: Has it?

Mr, NORTH: That is for others to say.
Tt resort were not had to the time-payment
system, it would mean that the demand
for woods would he greatly lessened and
the turmover reduced. The hon. wmemhber
ean deal with that point when his turn
comes and T shall be pleased to hear what
he has to say on it. Personally, I consider
the time-payment system a good one, and I
have little fault to find with it provided
omployment is constant.  But it people
purchase furniture on time-payment and
seven or eight months later lose their em-
plovment, then the system iz bad.

Mr, Fox: Before you conclude, lell us
how we are to do all these things.

Mr. NORTH: T thank the hon. mcember
for his interjeetion. 1 heard my friend say
what a rvotten speech 1 was making, but
I welecome eritieisnt, beeause T might say
more than usnal under the spur. T hope
he did not make the vemark, but whether
he did or not, in the execitement of party
politics we are all looking for something to
eallop over. If we leave the guestion where
it 1% then some people will still refer to
members  as  hlackballers, grafters, havs
and rogues. Then the electors will say,
“Polities 15 a dlivty game; we will not
touch it,’’ and they will vote hlindly. BDut
the people toe whom I have referred entirely
misrepresent the position.  They do not
see the trath behind the parliamentary
systemt for which we stand. They read the
paper T wentioned, which refers to the
system as a eomplete wash-out. The under-
iving basis of onr parliamentary system,
to maintain whieh we are lighting Germany
and our other opponents, is that no Gov-

ernmeni must he aliowed to hecome dictu-
torial.  When that happens, the people
should have power to turn it out of office.
Our constitution is not designed te empha-
sisc party polities any more than, shall T
say, a risque picture is designed to rm-
phasise sex. No! The objoet of the par-
liamentary institution which has  heen
handed down to us througlout the cen-
turies will never be defeated. For instance,
if the member for Hast Perth . . . .

Mr, Huoghes: Leave me out of il

Mr. NORTH: T amn going to pay the hon.
member a compliment. Tf he were at this
moment lo grasp the leadership of the
Government and beeome a dictator, and
shoot down people as has heen done in
CGiermany, the constitution provides that the
whole foree of law and order will be in-
voked to depose him. He may have only
one voice in this House, althongh he might
be supported by thousands of people ontside,
yet under our system we could end such =
dictatorship. We have had during the past
23 years two world wars and a world slump
and we must now set ourselves the task of
reconstruction on sound lines. That is why
it is so important for members of this and
other Parliamenis to get together by some
means~-perhaps by a committee system—
and aseertain in what respect sur political
parties are at one. Tt will he found that
they are at one upon 95 per cent. of the
questions  affecting  Australia.  We  conld
then say to the big financial institutions,
““This is the finaneial poliey of the Tar-
Haments of Australia. We have this ve-
construction plan to carry out and we usk
you to make arrangements not for infla-
tion, not for wild-eat sechemes, but to main-
tain constant employment upon Arbitration
Court conditions. The people of Australia
require us to carry out this particular work
in this particular priority or order.”

That is the propesal. What is the aller
native? Tt is to carry on as we are how.
To do that would he to ignore largely the
big «uestions looming hefore Australia, to
some of which [ have made brief reference,
I shajl not speak any more regarding them
but the declining birthrate, malnotrition,
and the destenetion of valuable evops and
commodities  represent  outstanding prob-
lems. They ean be tackled, provided they
are placed on the list T have suggested.
By adopting that course, we could avoid the
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implication that there was an attempt to
helittle an opposing politieal party, or the
Giovernment of the day. Most decidedly we
are not trying to attack the Government; I
certainly have not that object. Naturally
when an election has to be fought members
are forced, particularly when there is no
consensus of opinion on the issues confront-
ing us, to adopi a contrary attitude. What
does that mean? It amounts to this, that if
T could find some people living in FEast
Perth or in Claremont who were aetually
starving—then it would be the fauit of the
fovernment that such eonditions could ob-
tain! The truth is that the real issues that
separate us are very small indeed. Does any
member of this House deny that assertion?
Of eourse not! But that is all forgotten in
the hurly-burly of politics—and it continues
to be forgotten through the years

To conelude my remarks, I shall quote
from a review of a hook, published recently
in the “West Australian.” As the price of
the book is 15s., obviously very few people
will spend that mueh on a work on politieal
cconomy. The book, the title of which is
“English Saga, 1840-1940," is by Arthur
Bryant. I shall place before members some
extracts from the article, which I consider
worth repeating. Both sides of the House
may apparently come in for castigation, and
so I do not wish to be misanderstood. I am
certainly not endeavouring to make use of
this article as party political matter. 1
wish fo peint to the need for unifermity in
this Parliament in regard to the work that
has to he undertaken. Here are the ex-
tracts—

Mueh of Mr. Bryant’s *‘English Saga'’ ia
ievoted to exposing the ill consequenees of the
English mind being indoetrinated with the
Renthamite prineiples of Iaissez faire, connot-
ing non-interference by Governments or Par-
lisiments with industry.

That appears to support Lebour’s outlook
so far as it goes, but Mr. Bryant certainly
does support some Labour views, as mem-
bers will see—

Only Ly rlow degrees were breaches made
in the fortreases of this false economic doe-
trine.  Parliamentary reforms, which from
time to time remdered the House of Commons
moere and more responsive to public opinion,
sl the growth, against formidable opposition,
of trade unionism and the Labour movement,
nitimately leading to the formation of a Par-
liamentary Labour Party, proved the most ef-
fective battering rams against the laissez faire
citadel which, thopgh shaken to its founda-
tions, has even today to be reckoned with.

(4]

So far there is an indication of the writer's
appreciation of the great work of the British
Labour movement durving the past century.
No one will deny the greatness of that worl;
we are not so small as to attempt to do so—

Mr. Hryant pays a warm tribute to Disraeli
(ufterwards Earl Deaconsficld) who, Conserva-
tive leader though he was, wns more democyati-
eally minded where social legislation was con-
cerned than was Cladstone, the idol of the
Liberal Party. Here we have a portrait of
Disraeli as n socinlist lefore socialism became
n politieal foree. The idea of private wealth
not based on the fulfilment of social duty, was
repugnant to him beeause it was contrary to
nature,  *‘ Rather than Bogland dominated by
the possessors of irrespousible capital,’* he
deelared, “he would prefer a real revolution
iu the (istribution of national power,’’

Therein we see a definite attack npon both
sides of the House of Commons respecting
differences as they were then—

From the heginning to the end of his ¢‘Eng-
lish Saga,’’ the author attributes very largely
the nation's social and econpmie ills and mest
of our present discontents to the Tinglish ten-
deney to worship profits. e regards as the
wain enuse of the Allies not winning the peace
after their victory in thg last world war, their
failure to substitute an cconomic system based
on co-operation for the competitive system.
He points to the great illusion of which the
Fighting Forces of all the belligerents were the
victimg, ‘‘When the war cnded,’’ he writes,
‘Tthe simple fighting men who had won it
theught that a new world was ahout to be
built on the ruins of the old, . . It was not
to this new world that the returning soldicrs,
marching  with set faces to demobilisation
across a broken Europe, return. . . Industrial
society ay it had grown up in the past century
did not permit the fulfilmeat of the eoldier’s
need.’” TIn short, they came back to the old
profit worshipping world and a world soon to
prepare for the second and greater world war.

Contemplating this wider capitaliam, Mr,
Bryant writes—*‘Nations like men must reap
what they sow, The justice thnt i visited
upon the children's ¢hildren is an inescapable
law of cxistence, yet there is another eternal
principle governing the world. It is that of
redemption. Man may learn from his mistakes
and, when he has made atonement, raise lis
stature by sclf-regeneration. . . A great na-
tion is a society that learns from its prior
follies and in learning recreates iteeif. Eng-
land is new learning that wneither wealth nor
power nor comfort, whether for class or indi-
vidueal, are cnds in themselves. . . England is
now fighting a war of redemption not enly for
Europe but for her own. Faeing dangers
greater than any in her history, she has fallen
back on the rock of her national character.
Her future and that of the world depends not
only on her victory but on her ability to re-
store in a new form the ancient lawa of her
own moral progress and unity. By sp doing
she may discover a common denominator for
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hwuman reeonstruction more glorious than any-
thing in her Jong past.’’

On motion by the Deputy Premier, de-
bate adjonrned.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Council's Message.

Messpge from the Couneil received and
read notifying the personnel of Sessional
Committees appointed by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000.

Returned from the Council without amend-
racnt,

House adjourned at 6,10 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly.
Thursday, 7th August, 1941,
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The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
p.n, and read prayers.

QUESTION—CIVIL DEFENCE (EMER-
GENCY POWERS) ACT.

Cfovernment Erpenditure.

Hon. N. KEENAN asked the Minister for
ITealth: 1, What moneys have been spent
under the Civil Defence {(Emevgency
Powers) Aect, 19407 2, Tf any, how much of
sneh expenditure has been ineurred in re-
spect of machinery or plant, and how much
in salarvies or allowances?

The MINTISTER FOR HEALTH replied :

1, Prior to commencement of Aet, £840,
sinee commeneement of Act, £2,306 10s,; 2,

(a) Equipment, £2,458 10s, (b) Salaries
and allowances, £684. The (fovernment has
ulso made available the serviees of profes-
sional and administrative oiticers in all de-
pariments, provided oflice accommodation
and equipment, the value of which cannot
be assessed. In addition the Government
has met the following expense:—Special
police, £17,298; concessions to Government
employees on active serviee, £4,915; con-
vessions on soldiers’ fares, £2,861.

QUESTION—PETROL RATIONING.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: Will
the Government obiain from the Common-
wealth Government and lay uwpon the Table
of the House a return showing the name
and occupation of every petrol license holder,
and the ration allowed to each?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the
Premier) replied: No. I am informed that
there ave approximately 90,000 license
holders in Western Australia, and prepara-
tion of the list from the ﬁ!eq would mst a
eonsiderable sum.

QUESTION—DEFENCE, NAVAL MEN'S
ALLOWANCES.

Mr. BERRY asked the Premicr: Will the
(iovernment make strong representation to
the Federal Government to hring the allow-
unces to naval men for wife and family into
line with the allowances made to air foree
and army men?

The DEPI.'TY" PREMIER (for the
Premier) replied: I am advised that the
allownnees for families of men in the navy,
army, and air force serving abroad ave all
equal.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Ou motion hy Mr. Wilson, leave of
absenee for the vemainder of the session
eranted to Mr, Holman (Forrest) on the
gronnd of military service.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day.
Debate vesumed from the previous day.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[433]: T thank His Excellency for the



